
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



426 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 



AN EIGHTH-CENTUEY GENIZAH 
DOCUMENT, 

The document which is here published is taken from 
the inexhaustible treasury of valuable MSS. brought to 
Cambridge from Cairo by Dr. Schechter. It is written 
on vellum, and measures 32 by 29 cm. (Press-mark, T-S., 
16.79). 

The document is interesting in the first instance from 
the palaeographical point of view, for it is distinctly dated. 
For this reason a facsimile is appended. The spelling 
DKDVS in line 2, is especially noteworthy; as indeed is 
the combination nVD DKDVa. In line 20 we have the more 
usual DNDDS; at the early date to which the document 
belongs the spelling was evidently not yet fixed. On the 
other hand, the form DNDVa also survived, though it is 
rarely found. An instance of it occurs in an Oxford 
document dated 11 34 (MS. Heb. b. 12, Cat. No. 2,875), 
another in a Cambridge marriage document of the year 
1534 (T-S., 16. 112). In a Cambridge document (T-S., 16. 
189) the name is spelt Dfc«D!^''£). Another unusual spelling 
(DtDDQ) may be seen in a Kethuba dated 1049 (T-S., 20. 7). 
But in the vast majority of cases the spelling is, of course, 

But the intrinsic value of the document is also con- 
siderable. Apart from its importance on the history of 
documentary forms^ it throws new light on the condition 
of the Cairo community in the eighth century ; introduces 
us to a head of the community (Abi-'Ali Hasan of Bagdad) 
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of whom we have so far no other record in Cairo documents ; 
gives us a clue to the occupations of the Jews (we have a 
family of apothecaries and a dealer in almonds) ; and adds a 
little to our knowledge of the topographical situation of the 
Jews in Cairo at the very moment when the city was being 
largely rebuilt. It is clear that in the year 750 Jews were 
already domiciled in the Qasr 'sh-Sham\ the Palace of the 
Candle, where a few Jews and Copts still reside to-day. 
This vast palace or fortress was a town within the town, 
and unmistakably belongs to the oldest part of Fostat. It 
was possibly an ancient Koman fortress, and the title may 
even go back to the Persian fire-worshippers. (See Makrizi, 
1,307 ; Am^lineau, " La g^ographie d'figypte a T^poque copte," 
p. 548 ; Casanova, *' Les noms coptes du Caire/' Bulletin 
de VInstitut franqais d'arcJi. orient, du Caire, I, p. 14:2, cf. 
the plan ibid., p. 2^4.) It is interesting to remember that 
the two synagogues (Babylonian and Palestinian) referred 
to by Benjamin of Tudela were both situated in the 
Qasr 'sh-Sham', and it is possible that allusion is made 
to these in the passage discussed below. The term (Say- 
dalani, line 9) interpreted '' of the apothecary's family " is, 
Prof. E. G. Browne kindly informs me, a nisba derived 
from the trade of selling drugs and medicines, and points 
to the fact that Joseph the Cohen belonged to a family 
which had carried on that trade ; his father or grandfather 
would presumably have been a druggist (see As-Suyuti's 
Lubbu'l-Lubdt, ed. Veth, Leyden, 184:2, p. 164). 

The MS. is in good condition. The vellum, it is true, 
is cut away at the foot on the left side, but none of the 
text has been lost by the cut. The few gaps in the body 
of the MS. may be easily supplied; but in line 15 the 
restoration is difficult. It is possible to read pnn^K'^ 
which would give us in the eighth century what we have 
evidence of later, ''two Academies" in Misr; but the 
gap is better supplied by pnD'»J3. It will be noted that 
three words, which are written above the line in the original 
(in lines 2, 9, and 15), have been here printed on the line. 
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Otherwise I have reproduced the document exactly as in 
the original, and have not corrected some obvious slips 
of the scribe. At the end of line 19 the scribe had first 
written a broad final meniy within which he afterwards 
inserted the words which I have printed at the end of 
the line. In line 1%, fourth word from the end, the scribe 
seems to have begun to write n^v^b in error for )vhb (see 
T. B. Gittiriy fol. 75 b). In line 5 (ninth and tenth words) 
the repetition of i^K is a case of dittography. The reader 
will be able to check all the conjectures of the editor, with 
the aid of the facsimile. 

The document is dated (line 0,0): Wednesday, Kislev 11, 
in the year 1062 of the "era used in Fostat," i.e. the 
Seleucidean era (313-311 B.C.). Hence the date of the 
document is A. n. 750. In reducing Genizah dates to dates 
A. D. it is necessary to subtract ^iQ,. There are, however, 
some difficulties in the matter which will be treated more 
fully in connexion with some other Genizah documents 
to be published later on. 

The substance of the document is as follows. Nahum, 
son of Abraham, son of Nehemiah, declares before witnesses 
that he possesses nine qirats (i. e. twenty-fourths) of a certain 
house in Fostat Misr. The house is described as in the 
''palace Alsham*, in the lane . . . [the name of the lane is 
unfortunately obliterated] adjoining the house of Abi-*Ali 
Hasan of Bagdad, the head of the Community." The rest 
of the house is owned by Zur*ah, son of 'Amran, and Khiba, 
daughter of Hilal (Hillel) the Levite, an almond-merchant, 
son of Jabir, wife of Abi-Ishaq, son of . . . son of 
Nehemiah. Zur ah owns nine qirats, and Khiba the re- 
maining quarter of the house. Nahum enters into an 
engagement with Zur ah and Khiba that he will not, by 
any conceivable means (among which are specified sale, 
grant or Waqf), dispose of his share in the house in such 
a manner, directly or indirectly, as may bring the share 
into the possession of a certain Joseph the Cohen, of the 
apothecary's family, son of Ibrahim, known as Ben-Kish. 
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The obligation is to hold so long as Zur ah and Khiba retain 
their shares of the property. This engagement is empha- 
sized with every possible term of legal stringency, every 
imaginable reserve is repudiated, and the promise is re- 
inforced by Nahum's assent, in case of breach, to a fine 
of twenty full- weighted and good dinars for the benefit of 
the two [Synagogues 1] in Misr, the fine to be divided equally 
between the two. 

The witnesses are Samuel son of E. Abraham, Sar Shalom 
bar Joseph, Isaac bar Hillel, and Isaac bar pji^D. 

The historical problems which this document raises are 
of some importance. But I have been urged to publish 
the document without delay, and I accordingly present this 
imperfect edition. Doubtless some of my readers will have 
suggestions to make on the details of the document. 

I am deeply indebted to Mr, David Yellin of Jerusalem 
for help in reading the Arabic ; indeed, several of the 
conjectures introduced are derived from his acute sug- 
gestions. To Mr. E. Worman, M.A., of the University 
Library, Cambridge, I have to express warm thanks for 
copying the MS. in the first instance. The suggestion 
made above, that the fine was to be applied to certain 
Fostat Synagogues^ is confirmed by an early but undated 
fragmentary document (T-S. lo^. 129), to which Mr. Worman 
has drawn my attention. A money fine is there described 
as DSDDM n^x pno^'ji^i? e^^pm nn:. 

I. Abkahams. 



